
8.5 Attendance rates at cultural venues in the last
12 months—1995 and 1999

...................................................................
ATTENDANCE RATE.......... Change in

percentage
points1995 1999

% %

...................................................................
Art gallery 24.2 20.6 –3.6

Museum 28.9 21.0 –7.9

Animal or marine parks 44.6 44.9 *0.3

Botanic gardens 47.9 32.0 –15.8

Library 41.0 40.0 *–1.1

Popular music 30.2 27.4 *–2.8

Classical music 8.5 10.7 2.2

Theatre 18.6 17.9 *–0.7

Dance 11.9 10.4 *–1.4

Opera or musical 15.3 18.9 3.6

Other performing arts 18.8 16.3 *–2.5

Cinema 67.1 72.3 5.2

...................................................................
* Subject to sampling variability in excess of 25%.

Source: ABS, Attendance at Selected Cultural Venues (Cat. no. 4114.0).
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9 Attendance at art and cultural festivals

Data for attendance at art and cultural festivals has been derived from information collected

between November 1995 and September 1996 through the Population Survey Monitor, a

quarterly household survey conducted throughout Australia by the Australian Bureau of

Statistics. Respondents were asked about their attendance at art and cultural festivals in the

12 months prior to interview.

In Western Australia there were 263,000 people who attended at least one art or cultural festival

in the 12 months prior to the interview. This was almost one-quarter (21.3%) of the population

and was very similar to the Australian participation rate of 21.9%. Females (23.9%) were more

likely to have attended a festival in Western Australia than males (18.7%).

Attendance at festivals was higher among the younger age groups (30.6% of 18–24 year olds)

than the older age groups (8.2% of people aged 65 and over).

People who had completed further education were also more likely to have attended a festival.

Over half (51.8%) of those with a Bachelor degree and 30.4% of those with an associate/

undergraduate diploma had attended a festival in the 12 months before the interview. In

comparison, 14.3% of those with a secondary school certificate only had attended a festival

over the same period.

Attendance was also higher among professionals (49.6%) and para-professionals (32.4%) than

labourers and related workers (16.1%) and tradespersons (14.7%).

Other characteristics of those more likely to attend festivals included:

� those employed part-time;

� those with an annual income of $36,001–$46,000; and

� those never married.

The characteristics of festival attendees in Western Australia were very similar to those of the

national population. Participation rates for Western Australia and Australia were comparable

across most characteristics. However, while participation rates declined steadily with age

nationally, in Western Australia there was an increase in participation rates for those

aged 45–54 years.
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9.1 Characteristics of persons who attended festivals in the last 12 months
..........................................................................................................

WESTERN AUSTRALIA............................................................... AUSTRALIA..........

Males..................... Females.................. Persons.................. Persons..................

Total

Partici-
pation
rate(a) Total

Partici-
pation
rate(a) Total

Partici-
pation
rate(a) Total

Partici-
pation
rate(a)

Characteristics no. % no. % no. % '000 %

..........................................................................................................

Total persons 114 900 18.7 148 100 23.9 263 000 21.3 2 853 21.9

Age group
18–24 26 700 29.8 28 000 31.5 54 600 30.6 574 30.9

25–34 28 800 21.6 36 900 27.7 65 800 24.6 702 25.3

35–44 28 300 21.3 26 500 19.6 54 800 20.4 618 22.7

45–54 17 400 15.2 35 400 33.0 52 800 23.9 511 22.5

55–64 *9 300 *13.2 *12 400 *18.4 21 700 15.7 260 17.5

65 and over *4 500 *5.9 *8 900 *10.2 13 300 8.2 187 9.7

Country of birth
Australia 80 500 19.9 112 500 25.4 192 900 22.8 2 025 21.4

Overseas 34 500 16.3 35 600 20.3 70 100 18.1 828 23.2

Marital status
Married/de facto 65 200 16.4 85 200 21.8 150 400 19.1 1 588 19.1

Separated/divorced/widowed *7 800 *14.2 26 000 22.2 33 800 19.7 310 17.6

Never married 41 900 25.8 36 900 33.3 78 800 28.8 955 32.1

Highest educational qualification
obtained

Bachelors degree or higher 40 600 53.8 32 400 49.5 73 100 51.8 731 43.8

Associate/undergraduate diploma *7 100 *19.3 18 500 39.1 25 600 30.4 265 31.2

Other certificate 15 600 20.1 34 400 26.1 49 900 23.9 435 21.4

Trade certificate/apprenticeship 16 300 11.8 *6 200 *39.9 22 500 14.7 226 15.2

Secondary school certificate 34 300 12.3 56 600 15.9 90 900 14.3 1 156 16.8

Personal income
Less than $7 000 16 800 24.2 38 000 24.8 54 800 24.6 493 39.8

$7 001–$12 000 *5 800 *7.2 24 800 17.5 30 600 13.7 376 30.7

$12 001–$23 000 *9 300 *10.2 22 800 19.7 32 200 15.6 499 42.2

$23 001–$36 000 24 500 17.1 25 500 27.2 50 000 21.1 596 50.7

$36 001–$46 000 18 500 26.8 15 500 52.4 34 000 34.5 368 30.1

$46 001 and over 33 500 28.8 *11 500 *58.7 44 900 33.1 354 30.9

..........................................................................................................
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9.1 Characteristics of persons who attended festivals in the last 12 months continued
..........................................................................................................

WESTERN AUSTRALIA................................................................. AUSTRALIA..........

Males..................... Females.................. Persons.................. Persons..................

Total

Partici-
pation
rate(a) Total

Partici-
pation
rate(a) Total

Partici-
pation
rate(a) Total

Partici-
pation
rate(a)

Characteristics no. % no. % no. % '000 %

..........................................................................................................

Labour force status
Employed full-time 75 400 19.2 53 700 31.2 129 200 22.9 1 456 25.4

Employed part-time 14 900 28.5 46 600 27.3 61 500 27.6 605 28.5

Total employed 90 300 20.3 100 300 29.3 190 600 24.2 2 061 26.2

Unemployed *6 700 *22.2 *7 800 *28.5 14 500 25.2 161 22.3

Not in labour force 17 900 12.8 40 000 16.0 57 900 14.8 631 14.1

Occupation
Managers and administrators 16 400 20.9 *7 400 *25.3 23 700 22.1 262 25.7

Professionals 26 400 54.1 24 800 45.5 51 200 49.6 466 39.3

Para-professionals *7 400 *24.4 *9 700 *43.2 17 100 32.4 147 31.9

Tradespersons *13 200 *13.6 ** ** 15 400 14.7 202 18.0

Clerks *7 600 *20.4 20 500 21.5 28 100 21.2 367 28.1

Sales/personal service workers ** ** 22 500 34.8 26 000 30.4 354 29.5

Plant/machinery operators and drivers *5 400 *9.3 ** ** *7 800 *11.5 93 16.2

Labourers and related workers *10 500 *14.2 *10 800 *18.5 21 400 16.1 170 17.4

..........................................................................................................
* Subject to sampling variability between 25% and 50%.

** Subject to sampling variability greater than 50%.

(a)  The number of people in that group who attended a festival, expressed as a percentage of the civilian population
aged 18 years and over in the same group.

Source: ABS, Unpublished data.
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10 Domestic tourism

In the year ended March 1998 Western Australians had taken 6.3 million domestic trips away

from home. A trip was defined as a stay at least 40 kilometres away from home for a duration

between one night and three months.

Of these 6.3 million trips undertaken by Western Australians, 90.7% (5.7 million) had a location

in Western Australia as the destination (i.e. they were intrastate trips). This was the highest

percentage recorded for any State or Territory (see graph).

10.1 Int rastate v is i tors—year ended March 1998

NSW

Vic

Qld

SA

WA

Tas

NT

ACT

0 20 40 60 80 100
%

Conversely, the percentage of trips undertaken that had an interstate destination was lowest

for people in Western Australia. For those Western Australians who travelled interstate, New

South Wales (177,000 trips) and Victoria (166,000 trips) were the favoured destinations.

Most of the interstate visitors to Western Australia came from Victoria (185,000) and

New South Wales (160,000). In percentage terms, this was 2.9% and 2.5% respectively of those

domestic trips which had Western Australia as the destination.
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10.2 Trips by main destination and origin—year ended March 1998(a)

MAIN DESTINATION ................................................................................................

State/Territory of origin NSW Vic Qld SA WA Tas NT ACT Total(b)

..................................................................................................
NUMBER ('000)

NSW 16 292 1 676 2 164 308 160 163 67 924 21 775

Vic. 2 224 12 887 776 507 185 265 80 263 17 191

Qld 1 814 382 9 833 64 70 78 46 60 12 350

SA 266 716 152 3 357 68 41 58 52 4 714

WA 177 166 78 82 5 748 25 46 13 6 335

Tas. 72 181 50 16 14 1 536 9 18 1 896

NT 18 38 45 69 31 1 301 7 509

ACT 1 170 145 113 46 18 15 5 4 1 514

Total trips 22 035 16 190 13 210 4 448 6 294 2 124 611 1 340 66 285
..................................................................................................

PROPORTION (%)

NSW 73.9 10.4 16.4 6.9 2.5 7.7 11.0 69.0 32.9

Vic. 10.1 79.6 5.9 11.4 2.9 12.5 13.1 19.6 25.9

Qld 8.2 2.4 74.4 1.4 1.1 3.7 7.5 4.5 18.6

SA 1.2 4.4 1.2 75.5 1.1 1.9 9.5 3.9 7.1

WA 0.8 1.0 0.6 1.8 91.3 1.2 7.5 1.0 9.6

Tas. 0.3 1.1 0.4 0.4 0.2 72.3 1.5 1.3 2.9

NT 0.1 0.2 0.3 1.6 0.5 0.0 49.3 0.5 0.8

ACT 5.3 0.9 0.9 1.0 0.3 0.7 0.8 0.3 2.3

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
..................................................................................................
(a)  For Domestic Tourism Monitor purposes, a trip is defined as a stay of one or more nights

but less than three months away from home involving a journey at least 40 km away from home.
A trip can be undertaken for any reason except where the journey is related to taking up employment.
The place on that journey where most nights were spent is termed the main destination.

(b)  Total includes main destination not stated.

Source: Domestic Tourism Monitor 1998.

..................................................................................................
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11 International tourism

In 1998 Australia was host to about 4.2 million short-term visitors from overseas. Some 400,000

(9.7%) visited Western Australia. The number of short-term visitors to Western Australia

increased by 59% in the five years to 1998. This compares with a 42% increase in short-term

visitors to Australia over the same period.

The vast majority of visitors to Australia in 1998 were from Japan (18.0%), followed by

New Zealand (17.0%). In comparison, most visitors to Western Australia were from the

United Kingdom (20.7%) and Singapore (17.2%).

An earlier International Visitor Survey conducted by the Bureau of Tourism Research provides

data on visitor attendance at entertainment venues in Australia by country of residence.

It found that Australian attractions containing native wildlife, such as national parks and animal

parks and zoos were the dominant cultural activity international visitors engaged in, regardless

of country of residence. Tourists from Germany were especially likely to see national parks,

with three-quarters indicating they had visited such an attraction while in Australia. Taiwanese

visitors also showed a strong preference for native wildlife, with 68% visiting an animal park or

zoo and 64% visiting a national park while in Australia. Museums and art galleries were most

popular with Germans (58%) and Canadians (45%).

The least popular cultural event was music, both classic and contemporary, with only small

percentages of visitors attending from overseas.
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11.1 Short term (less than one year)
visitor departures
...........................................

Western Australia Australia

'000 '000

...........................................

1993 253.5 2 931.0

1994 328.7 3 314.2

1995 347.4 3 676.8

1996 382.4 4 110.8

1997 400.1 4 281.2

1998 403.9 4 150.2

...........................................
Source: ABS, Overseas Arrivals and Departures, Australia

(Cat. no. 3401.0).

11.2 Short term (less than one year) visitor arrivals—1998
...................................................................

Western Australia.. Australia..................

'000 % '000 %

...................................................................

New Zealand 26.4 6.6 709.4 17.0

United States of America 16.5 4.1 373.9 9.0

Canada 5.3 1.3 71.7 1.7

Europe
United Kingdom 82.3 20.7 467.5 11.2

Germany 12.0 3.0 127.4 3.1

Other Europe 41.6 10.5 356.6 8.6

Asia
Japan 34.3 8.6 751.1 18.0

Hong Kong 7.6 1.9 143.4 3.4

Singapore 68.3 17.2 247.1 5.9

Malaysia 27.8 7.0 112.1 2.7

Indonesia 26.9 6.8 93.0 2.2

Taiwan 3.4 0.9 150.0 3.6

Thailand 7.3 1.8 49.1 1.2

Korea 1.8 0.4 66.6 1.6

China 3.2 0.8 76.6 1.8

Other Asia 9.7 2.4 100.6 2.4

Other countries 23.2 5.8 271.1 6.5

Total 397.4 100.0 4 167.2 100.0
...................................................................
Source: ABS, Unpublished overseas arrivals and departures.
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11.3 Visitor attendance at entertainment venues by country of residence, Australia—1997

Nightclubs,
discos or
karaoke

Museums
or art

galleries
National

parks

Historic
sites or
houses

Cinemas
or movie
theatres

Theatre,
opera or

ballet
Classical

music

Contem-
porary
music

% % % % % % % %

.........................................................................................................

New Zealand 15.0 15.0 26.0 16.0 20.0 3.0 0.0 2.0

United States of America 21.0 34.0 48.0 31.0 20.0 12.0 1.0 4.0

Canada 42.0 45.0 62.0 45.0 38.0 12.0 8.0 14.0

Europe
United Kingdom 27.0 35.0 56.0 29.0 34.0 9.0 1.0 6.0

Germany 35.0 58.0 75.0 52.0 32.0 14.0 2.0 12.0

Other Europe 30.0 42.0 65.0 43.0 29.0 14.0 4.0 6.0

Asia
Japan 12.0 20.0 55.0 29.0 7.0 1.0 0.0 1.0

Hong Kong 12.0 20.0 42.0 29.0 21.0 6.0 0.0 2.0

Singapore 12.0 18.0 33.0 19.0 12.0 3.0 1.0 2.0

Malaysia 8.0 13.0 32.0 20.0 21.0 3.0 1.0 2.0

Indonesia 18.0 18.0 15.0 22.0 29.0 3.0 1.0 3.0

Taiwan 13.0 36.0 64.0 39.0 10.0 2.0 1.0 1.0

Thailand 6.0 14.0 25.0 14.0 22.0 3.0 0.0 2.0

Korea 14.0 24.0 53.0 30.0 14.0 3.0 0.0 3.0

China 12.0 16.0 25.0 30.0 16.0 7.0 1.0 0.0

Other Asia 14.0 14.0 35.0 20.0 16.0 4.0 0.0 1.0

Other countries 17.0 17.0 21.0 13.0 24.0 3.0 1.0 2.0

..........................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................

Sporting
venues

Adventure
activities

Theme or
amusement

parks

Animal parks,
zoos or

aquariums

Adult
enter-

tainment

Other
enter-

tainment None

% % % % % % %

................................................................................................

New Zealand 8.0 4.0 18.0 19.0 1.0 10.0 30.0

United States of America 9.0 15.0 4.0 43.0 1.0 5.0 18.0

Canada 13.0 22.0 8.0 49.0 0.0 3.0 15.0

Europe
United Kingdom 12.0 21.0 6.0 42.0 1.0 7.0 14.0

Germany 6.0 25.0 7.0 55.0 0.0 2.0 8.0

Other Europe 7.0 21.0 12.0 56.0 1.0 9.0 11.0

Asia
Japan 3.0 23.0 38.0 63.0 0.0 6.0 10.0

Hong Kong 4.0 9.0 30.0 37.0 1.0 10.0 22.0

Singapore 3.0 9.0 42.0 28.0 1.0 11.0 18.0

Malaysia 4.0 2.0 26.0 45.0 3.0 7.0 19.0

Indonesia 10.0 2.0 16.0 33.0 1.0 4.0 25.0

Taiwan 3.0 4.0 60.0 68.0 0.0 21.0 10.0

Thailand 5.0 3.0 22.0 44.0 0.0 11.0 28.0

Korea 2.0 11.0 58.0 69.0 1.0 6.0 8.0

China 1.0 3.0 12.0 29.0 3.0 11.0 35.0

Other Asia 5.0 1.0 16.0 32.0 3.0 5.0 30.0

Other countries 6.0 4.0 12.0 13.0 1.0 4.0 37.0

................................................................................................
Source: Bureau of Tourism Research, International Visitor Survey Supplementary Survey, 1997.
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12 Comparison of cultural goods and services with
other industries

The contribution of cultural goods and services to the Australian economy is based on data

from the Australian National Accounts (ANA). The ANA is designed to provide a systematic

summary of the economic activity of the nation. This data is not subject to limitations in scope,

and looks at expenditure not only by households, but also by businesses, government and

overseas visitors. Transactions are valued at 'basic values’, which is the net price received by the

producer (amount received after deducting any indirect taxes).1

In 1997–98 the value of goods and services produced in Australia was $1,060.4b, of which

2.6% ($27,682.6m) was from cultural industries. The importance of cultural industries to the

Australian economy is evident when compared with other industries in the economy. The value

of output from cultural industries is greater than that of scientific research ($26,482.3m),

communication services ($25,415.6m) and motor vehicles and parts etc. ($15,953.5m).

Cultural industries contribute 2.2% ($2,280.0m) to Western Australia's total production. This is

a similar contribution to that provided by communication services (2.0%) and accommodation,

cafes and restaurants (2.7%).

1 Cultural Trends in Australia, A Statistical Overview, Catalogue no. 4172.0.
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12.1 Comparison of cultural industries with other selected industries, Australia
.............................................................................................................

Australian
production
1994–95

Estimated
Australian

production
1997–98(b)

Western
Australian

employment
1996

Australian
employment

1996

Proportion
Western

Australian
employment

Estimated
Western

Australian
production

1994–95(a)

Estimated
Western

Australian
production

1997–98(a)(b)

Industry $m $m no. no. % $m $m

.............................. ...............................................................................

Motion picture, radio and
television services 4 466.5 5 818.8 2 266 35 542 6.4 284.8 371.0

Libraries, museums and
the arts 2 798.1 3 645.3 4 239 48 832 8.7 242.6 316.1

Other cultural commodity
items 13 984.4 18 218.5 8 932 102 713 8.7 1 216.1 1 584.3

Total cultural industries 21 249.0 27 682.6 14 976 181 829 8.2 1 750.1 2 280.0

Motor vehicles and parts etc. 14 289.1 15 953.5 2 303 54 974 4.2 598.6 668.3

Accommodation, cafes and
restaurants 25 822.0 31 545.9 32 647 355 287 9.2 2 372.8 2 898.7

Communication services 19 942.0 25 415.6 12 630 150 188 8.4 1 677.0 2 137.3

Scientific research etc 21 733.2 26 482.3 21 130 185 846 11.4 2 471.0 3 010.9

Defence 9 121.5 11 002.7 5 341 73 287 7.3 664.8 801.9

Education 25 847.5 29 831.6 55 704 540 063 10.3 2 666.0 3 076.9

Health services 29 871.2 36 497.4 53 556 546 228 9.8 2 928.8 3 578.5

Sport, gambling and
recreational services 8 566.3 11 159.9 9 269 88 681 10.5 895.4 1 166.4

Total Australia 892 062.6 1 060 428.2 763 207 7 636 319 10.0 89 156.6 105 983.8
.............................. ...............................................................................
(a)  Estimates for Western Australia have been derived using Western Australian employment

as a proportion of total Australian employment, and applying this proportion to total supply estimates.
No Western Australian figures are available at this level of detail from the ABS.

(b)  The estimates for 1997–98 have been derived by using increases in the GDP at basic prices for
the specific industry: from 1994–95 to 1997–98 the cultural and recreational industry increased 30.28%;
manufacturing increased 11.65%; accommodation, cafes and restaurants increased 22.17%;
communication services increased 27.45%; property and business services increased 21.85%;
defence increased 20.62%; education increased 15.41%; health services increased 22.18%
and total GDP increased 18.87%.

Note: The reliability of the Western Australian data in this table depends on the extent to which employment
is an accurate indicator of economic activity. Caution should be exercised in using the Western Australian data.

Source: ABS, Australian National Accounts Input Output Tables, 1994–95 (Cat. no. 5209.0);
ABS, Australian System of National Accounts (Cat. no. 5204.0) and ABS, 1996 Census of Population and Housing.
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13 Value of cultural goods and services to the economy

All goods and services produced in Australia are classified by the ABS according to their broad

characteristics and the industry that mainly produces them. This product classification is based

on the principles that:

� each product should consist of items that have similar input structures or technology of

production (homogeneity of inputs); and

� each product should consist of items that have similar patterns of usage (homogeneity

of disposition).

In 1997–98, recorded media and publishing was the single largest cultural product produced

for both Western Australia and Australia as a whole, accounting for approximately one-third of

the total value of cultural goods and services. This product included the publishing of

newspapers, magazines, books, CDs and pre-recorded video tapes.

Other large contributors to the production of cultural goods and services included advertising

services, radio and TV services and architectural services.

Industries with small contributions to the production value of cultural goods and services were

casting agency operations, sound recording studios and news reporting services.
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13.1 Production of cultural goods and services(a)
...........................................................................................................

 

Estimated Estimated
Estimated Western Proportion Western Western

Australian Australian Australian Australian Western Australian Australian
production production employment employment Australian production production
1994–95 1997–98(e) 1996 1996 employment 1994–95(f) 1997–98(f)

Industry and product $m $m no. no. % $m $m

...........................................................................................................

Motion picture, radio etc.
Motion picture production 326.2 425 319 7 760 4.1 13.4 17.5

Film hiring services 226.1 294.6 97 1 709 5.7 12.8 16.7

Motion picture theatre services 483.0 629.2 441 5 048 8.7 42.2 55.0

Radio and TV services 3 243.7 4 225.8 1 409 21 025 6.7 217.4 283.2

Total(c) 4 466.5 5 818.8 2 266 35 542 6.4 284.8 371.0

Libraries, museums, arts
Library, museum and art gallery services 706.9 920.9 1 511 13 735 11.0 77.8 101.3

Zoological and botanical services 239.4 311.9 117 2 097 5.6 13.4 17.4

Recreational parks and gardens
operations 294.5 383.7 470 5 192 9.1 26.7 34.7

Music and theatre production operation 358.0 466.4 586 8 043 7.3 26.1 34.0

Creative arts 439.0 571.9 543 7 277 7.5 32.8 42.7

Sound recording studios operation 48.3 62.9 53 1 043 5.1 2.5 3.2

Performing arts venue operation 428.1 557.7 361 4 151 8.7 37.2 48.5

Casting agency operation(d) 10.9 14.2 8 117 6.7 0.7 1.0

News reporting services(d) 71.5 93.1 54 806 6.7 4.8 6.3

Services to the arts(d) 101.8 132.6 75 1 113 6.7 6.9 8.9

Total(c) 2 798.1 3 645.3 4 239(g) 48 832(g) 8.7 242.6 316.1

Other cultural commodity items
Publishing and recorded media 7 412.4 9 656.7 2 995 39 358 7.6 564.1 734.8

Architectural services 1 532.5 1 996.5 2 681 23 390 11.5 175.7 228.8

Advertising services 3 301.4 4 301.0 1 412 18 768 7.5 248.4 323.6

Commercial art and display services 1 487.0 1 937.2 1 242 14 030 8.9 131.6 171.5

Photographic services n.e.c. 251.1 327.1 602 7 167 8.4 21.1 27.5

Total 13 984.4 18 218.5 8 932 102 713 8.7 1 216.1 1 584.3

Total 21 249.0 27 682.6 14 976 181 829 8.2 1 750.1 2 280.0
...........................................................................................................
(a)  At basic values.

(b)  The product items are defined to be consistent with ANZSIC.

(c)  Includes general government consumption of fixed capital.

(d)  Combined items form ANZSIC 9529, Services to the Arts n.e.c. Employment was determined by calculating
total supply of 9529 (sum of casting agency operation, news reporting services and services to the arts),
determining the proportion each industry contributed to total supply and applying this proportion to employment
for ANZSIC 9529, Services to the Arts n.e.c.

(e)  The estimates for 1997–98 have been derived by using increases in the GDP at basic prices for the cultural
and recreational industry: this increase was 30.28% from 1994–95 to 1997–98.

(f)  Estimates for Western Australia have been derived using Western Australian employment as a proportion of
total Australian employment, and applying this proportion to Australian production estimates. No Western Australian
figures are available at this level of detail from the ABS.

(g)  Includes employment for ANZSIC 9220, Museums.

Note: The reliability of the Western Australian data in this table depends on the extent to which employment
is an accurate indicator of economic activity. Caution should be exercised in using the Western Australian data.

Source: ABS, Input–Output Tables: Product Tables (Cat. no. 5215.0), ABS, Australian System of National
Accounts (Cat. no. 5204.0) and 1996 Census of Population and Housing.
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14 Summary economic data for cultural industries

Table 14.1 presents a summary of key economic data relating to cultural industries. Data has

been derived from the 1996–97 ABS Service Industry Survey Program. This program covers only

businesses with employees, therefore the data does not present the entire contribution of

cultural industries to the economy. State data for certain industries and items is limited due to

unavailability or confidentiality.

In terms of employment, the largest cultural industries in Western Australia were public

libraries (1,144), motion picture exhibition (837) and film and video production (537). Two of

these same three industries also generated the largest income. Motion picture exhibition

recorded the highest income ($85.1m). This was followed by public libraries ($61.3m) and

music and theatre production ($45.3m).

Nationally public libraries were also the largest employer (10,622). This was followed by film

and video production (9,438) and television services private broadcasters (8,873). Highest

incomes were generated in the media industries: television services private broadcasters with

$3,350.7m; film and video production with $1,128.5m; and film and video distribution with

$973.9m.

The contribution of wages and salaries to total expenses varied across industries; from over half

(public libraries 53.4%) to less than one-tenth (film and video distribution 6.4%). Generally

figures were unavailable for Western Australia, however for public libraries wages and salaries

accounted for 50.6% of total expenses.
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14.1 Cultural industries, summary economic data
.......................................................................................................

Businesses at Employment at Wages and Total
 

 

30 June 1997 30  June 1997 Income salaries expenses

Industry no. no. $m $m $m

.......................................................................................................
WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Film and video production 78 537 27.0 6.9 n.a.

Film and video distribution 8 n.p. n.p. n.p. n.a.

Motion picture exhibition 25 837 85.1 13.1 n.a.

Radio and television services n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a.

Sound recording studios 9 16 n.p. n.p. n.p.

Commercial art galleries 28 71 3.3 0.7 3.3(d)

Public libraries n.a. 1 144 61.3 26.9 53.2

Museums 21 461 35.4 14.2 (e) 29.7

Music and theatre production 56 409 45.3 20.6 n.a.

Performing arts venues 7 n.p. n.p. 6.4 n.a.

Services to the arts 25 158 23.6 2.8 n.a.

.......................................................................................................
AUSTRALIA

Film and video production 2 003 9 438 1 128.5 328.1 1 195.5

Film and video distribution 66 1 341 973.9 62.1 970.8

Motion picture exhibition 188 7 739 832.2 114.1 713.2

Radio services private broadcasters(a) 261 5 064 622.7 196.6(e) 530.1

Television services private broadcasters(b) 48 8 873 3 350.7 675.6(e) 3 674.6

Radio and television services public broadcasters(c) 2 5 248 775.6 356.5(e) 772.1

Sound recording studios 190 499 43.6 12.5 38.5

Commercial art galleries 457 1 156 87.3 11.3 81.9(f)

Public libraries 527 10 662 558.4 282.6 529.1

Museums 224 5 636 425.2 180.8(e) 401.7

Music and theatre production 881 6 082 594.3 208.1 591.8

Performing arts venues 150 5 601 331.6 101.8 320.4

Services to the arts 369 1 676 355.5 38.3 332.9

.......................................................................................................
n.a.  not available

n.p.  not publishable (confidential)

(a)  Private broadcasters only. State data is available for  a subset only of private radio broadcasters,
namely commercial or community broadcasters.

(b)  Private broadcasters only. State data are available for a subset only of television services private broadcasters,
namely commercial free to air broadcasters.

(c)  Public broadcasters only.

(d)  Includes purchases of artworks for resale and other expenses. Excludes change in stocks of artworks.

(e)  Figures for radio and television industries and museums refer to labour costs which include wages and salaries,
employer contributions to superannuation funds, and workers’ compensation costs. Wages and salaries figures
are not publishable for radio and television industries and museums.

(f)  Includes $30.2m purchases of artworks for resale.  Also includes other expenses and excludes change in stocks of artworks.

Source:  ABS, Service Industry Surveys.
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15 Cultural funding by State and Local Government

Total State Government funding for culture in Western Australia was $140.3m in 1997–98. This

was split almost equally between funding provided by arts authorities ($71.0m) and funding

provided by other authorities ($69.3m). The Western Australian State Government contributed

9.3% to total cultural funding provided by all State and Territory Governments ($1,502.9m)

National parks and wildlife services received the greatest share ($34.6m) of cultural funding

from the Western Australian State Government. This was followed by Libraries and archives

($25.3m) and Museums ($15.4m). The order was the same nationally.

15.1 Cultural funding per head of populat ion, Western Austra l ian
State Government and Total State and Terr i tory Government—1997–98

Cultural facilities
& services

Broadcasting & film
& Culture nec

Total

$

0

20

40

60

80

100 Western Australia
Total Australia

For Australia as a whole, State and Territory governments contributed an average of $80.70 per

head of population to cultural activities. The Western Australian government gave slightly less

at $77.40 per head. However, the Western Australian government’s commitment to cultural

facilities and services, which includes libraries, museums, art galleries and the performing arts,

was greater per head than the national average ($51.20 compared with $46.80).

Libraries and archives was the largest category of funding for local governments in Western

Australia ($45.8m). Local government funding per head of population was higher in Western

Australia than the Australian average, $43.30 compared with $41.60.
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15.2 Cultural funding by State Government—1997–98

WESTERN AUSTRALIA.............. AUSTRALIA...............................

Western
Australia

Arts Other Arts Other as percentage
authorities authorities Total authorities authorities Total of Australia

Category $m $m $m $m $m $m

.............................................................................................................

Cultural facilities and services
Zoological and botanic gardens — 14.4 14.4 — 67.5 67.5 21.3

Libraries and archives 25.2 0.2 25.3 205.9 48.2 254.1 10.0

Literature and publishing 0.8 0.1 0.9 3.6 0.2 3.8 23.7

Museums 14.3 1.1 15.4 238.4 7.5 246.0 6.3

Art galleries 6.6 0.1 6.6 72.3 2.9 75.3 8.8

Visual arts/crafts and photography 1.3 0.3 1.7 8.7 0.9 9.6 17.7

Performing arts venues and arts centres 8.5 1.4 9.9 101.8 2.4 104.2 9.5

Music (excluding opera) 2.1 0.7 2.8 10.1 2.2 12.3 22.8

Other performing arts
Theatre 2.1 0.4 2.5 14.9 1.3 16.2 15.4

Opera and music theatre 0.9 0.1 1.0 7.1 0.9 8.0 12.5

Dance 1.4 0.2 1.6 7.8 0.6 8.4 19.0

Other performing arts n.e.c. 0.8 2.6 3.4 14.0 3.4 17.4 19.5

Cultural heritage — 7.2 7.2 20.4 29.0 49.5 14.5

Total 64.0 28.7 92.8 705.2 167.0 872.2 10.6

Broadcasting and film
Radio and television broadcasting — 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.1 0.3 33.3

Film and video 1.0 4.0 5.0 24.0 14.8 38.8 12.9

Multimedia — — — 1.2 — 1.2 —

Total 1.0 4.1 5.1 25.3 15.0 40.3 12.7

Culture n.e.c.
Administration of culture(a) 3.9 — 3.9 29.3 — 29.3 13.3

Community cultural activities 2.0 0.7 2.7 9.2 1.5 10.7 25.2

Public halls and civic centres — 1.0 1.0 — 1.0 1.0 100.0

National parks and wildlife services — 34.6 34.6 — 539.0 539.0 6.4

Other culture n.e.c. 0.1 0.1 0.1 10.0 0.4 10.4 1.0

Total 6.0 36.5 42.4 48.5 541.9 590.4 7.2

Total 71.0 69.3 140.3 779.0 724.0 1,502.9 9.3

.............................................................................................................
(a)  Administration of culture is not amenable to direct comparisons as administrative arrangements

vary significantly amongst agencies.

Source:  ABS, Unpublished data.

.............................................................................................................
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15.3 Cultural funding per head of population—1997–98
....................................................................................

Cultural
facilities

and services
Broadcasting

and film Culture n.e.c. Total

$ $ $ $

....................................................................................

New South Wales 42.25 1.29 34.27 77.82

Victoria 55.03 2.51 22.40 79.94

Queensland 32.29 3.41 38.50 74.20

South Australia 58.37 2.35 25.51 86.24

Western Australia 51.19 2.81 23.41 77.41

Tasmania 42.43 0.18 23.96 66.57

Northern Territory 128.13 0.20 193.44 321.77

Australian Capital Territory 55.50 0.44 35.33 91.27

Total 46.83 2.16 31.71 80.70
....................................................................................
Source: ABS, Unpublished data.

15.4 Cultural funding by Local Government—1997–98
.....................................................................

Western
Australia Australia

Category $m $m

.....................................................................

Cultural facilities and services 58.8 567.4

Libraries and archives 45.8 422.2

Other cultural facilities and services 13.0 145.2

Culture n.e.c.(a) 19.7 207.7

Public halls and civic centres 19.1 161.3

Total 78.5 775.2
.....................................................................
(a) Includes Broadcasting and film.

Source: ABS, Unpublished data.
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ABS collections that mainly contain data about culture

EMPLOYMENT DATA

Census of Population and Housing

The latest Census of Population and Housing was conducted in August 1996. Only diplomatic

representatives and foreign defence forces are excluded from the Census.

Data are collected by means of a self-enumerated questionnaire that is delivered and collected

by a Census collector during a two-week period. Information sought includes age, marital

status, occupation, employer, income, family structure and details about the dwelling.

The ABS ensures confidentiality by randomly adjusting non-zero cells in Census tables. No

reliance should be placed on the value of small cells.

The occupation categories used in Census output are defined in the Australian Standard

Classification of Occupations, Second Edition (ABS Cat. no. 1223.0). The industry categories

are defined in the Australian and New Zealand Standard Industrial Classification, 1993

Edition (ABS Cat. no. 1292.0).

Publications:
Various—data on cultural occupations are shown in: Employment in Selected

Culture/Leisure Occupations, Australia, 1996 (ABS Cat. no. 6273.0)

Work in Selected Culture/Leisure Activities

This household survey is conducted every four years. Latest data available are from the March

1997 Survey.

Information was obtained from a sample of people aged 15 years and over living in urban and

rural areas in all States and Territories of Australia. However, people living in remote and

sparsely settled areas of Australia (about 1% of the Australian population) were excluded from

the survey. The survey covered all types of dwellings including houses, flats, home units,

hotels, motels, hostels, hospitals, caravan parks, educational and religious institutions. The

survey excluded foreign diplomats, overseas residents, non-Australian defence forces, pupils in

boarding schools and prison inmates.

Interviewers conducted a total of about 45,600 interviews Australia-wide for the survey and

asked questions about their work involvement in selected culture and leisure activities. This

involvement may have been unpaid (i.e. the survey includes volunteer work). Information

collected included type of activity (classified according to the National Culture/Leisure

Framework, Fourth Edition), whether paid or unpaid, and whether involvement was related to

their main job.

Publication:
Work in Selected Culture/Leisure Activities, Australia (ABS Cat no. 6281.0)
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INDUSTRY DATA

Book Publishing

This ABS survey collects details of the activities of book publishers, which employ staff. Latest

results available are for the year 1995–96.

The data are collected from management units (this is typically the legal entity owning the

business). The survey excludes management units whose predominant activity is magazine

publishing or book distribution.

There are about 200 management units within the scope of the collection. Details collected

from them include income, expenses, employment and types of books published.

Publications:
Book Publishers, Australia (ABS Cat. no. 1363.0)

Cultural Trends in Australia No. 5: Australian Book Publishing (Department of

Communications and the Arts)

Business Sponsorship

This ABS survey collected details on sponsorship provided by businesses in respect of the

1996–97 financial year.

The data about business sponsorship was collected from a subsample of the ABS Economic

Activity Survey, and comprised about 8,800 management units. The survey excluded

agricultural businesses, non-employing businesses and businesses classified to the general

government sector.

Sponsorship was defined as payments made in return for advertising or promotional benefits. It

excluded sponsorship in kind (because no actual moneys are paid), purchases of items

(e.g. artworks) and donations.

Details collected in the survey included amount of sponsorship, types of activities sponsored,

and benefits received from sponsorship.

Publication:
Business Sponsorship, Australia, 1996–97 (ABS Cat. no. 4144.0)
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Cultural Funding

These data are tabulated annually and relate to the public funding of arts and cultural activities

for the three levels of government in Australia. The information is obtained from a variety of

administrative sources, such as the Commonwealth Department of Finance budget

management system, budget papers and the annual reports of arts authorities.

The expenditure is classified according to the National Culture/Leisure Statistical Framework,

Fourth Edition.

Details of current/capital expenditure are available, as well as the level of government providing

the funding.

Publications:
Cultural Funding, Australia (ABS Cat. no. 4183.0)

Cultural Funding in Australia: Three Tiers of Government (Cultural Ministers Council

Statistics Working Group)

Service Industry Surveys

The ABS conducted surveys of employing businesses covering a range of cultural industries in

1996–97. The population frame for these surveys is based on the ABS business register. This

register contains information (e.g. name, address, industry classification) about each employing

business in Australia. Information on the business register is primarily sourced from group

employer registrations administered by the Australian Taxation Office.

Some of these surveys completely enumerate the population (i.e. they are a census) but most

base their results on a sample of respondents.

The unit for which statistics are reported in these surveys is the management unit.

Management units are classified to an industry on the basis of their predominant activity.

Publications:
Sound Recording Studios, Australia, 1996–97 (ABS Cat. no. 8555.0)

Libraries and Museums, Australia, 1996–97 (ABS Cat. no. 8649.0)

Commercial Art Galleries, Australia, 1996–97 (ABS Cat. no. 8651.0)

Motion Picture Exhibition, Australia, 1996–97 (ABS Cat. no. 8654.0)

Film and Video Production and Distribution, Australia, 1996–97 (ABS Cat. no. 8679.0)

Radio and Television Services, Australia, 1996–97 (ABS Cat. no. 8680.0)

Performing Arts Industry, Australia, 1996–97 (ABS Cat. no. 8697.0)

Zoos, Parks and Gardens Industry, Australia, 1996–97 (ABS Cat. no. 8699.0)
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PARTICIPATION DATA

Art and Craft Purchases

These data were collected by the ABS using the Population Survey Monitor (PSM), a quarterly

household survey. The questions were asked in the months of February, May, August and

November 1997.

Information was obtained from a sample of people aged 18 years and over living in urban and

rural areas in all States and Territories of Australia. However, people living in remote and

sparsely settled areas of Australia (about 1% of the Australian population) were excluded from

the survey. The survey covered all types of dwellings including houses, flats, home units,

hotels, motels, hostels, hospitals, caravan parks, educational and religious institutions. The

survey excluded foreign diplomats, overseas residents, non-Australian defence forces, pupils in

boarding schools and prison inmates.

Interviewers conducted a total of about 12,750 interviews Australia-wide over the 12 month

period of the surveys. They asked questions about any purchases of hand-made art and craft

items in the three months before interview, the types of items purchased and from where they

were purchased.

Publication:
Cultural Trends in Australia No. 7: Art and Craft Purchases, 1997 (Department of

Communications and the Arts)

Attendance at Festivals

These data were collected by the ABS using the Population Survey Monitor (PSM), a quarterly

household survey. The questions were asked in the months of November 1995 and February,

May and September 1996.

Information was obtained from a sample of people aged 18 years and over living in urban and

rural areas in all States and Territories of Australia. However, people living in remote and

sparsely settled areas of Australia (about 1% of the Australian population) were excluded from

the survey. The survey covered all types of dwellings including houses, flats, home units,

hotels, motels, hostels, hospitals, caravan parks, educational and religious institutions. The

survey excluded foreign diplomats, overseas residents, non-Australian defence forces, pupils in

boarding schools and prison inmates.

Interviewers conducted a total of about 11,850 interviews Australia-wide over the 12 month

period of the surveys. They asked questions about whether people had attended festivals, the

types of festivals attended, whether they travelled interstate to attend, and the amount of

money they spent.

Publication:
Cultural Trends in Australia No. 6: Attendance at Festivals, Australia (Department of

Communications and the Arts)
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Attendance at Selected Cultural Venues

This ABS household survey is conducted every four years. Latest data available are from the

April 1999 Survey.

Information was obtained from a sample of people aged 15 years and over living in urban and

rural areas in all States and Territories of Australia. However, people living in remote and

sparsely settled areas of Australia (about 1% of the Australian population) were excluded from

the survey. The survey covered all types of dwellings including houses, flats, home units,

hotels, motels, hostels, hospitals, caravan parks, educational and religious institutions. The

survey excluded foreign diplomats, overseas residents, non-Australian defence forces, pupils in

boarding schools and prison inmates.

Interviewers conducted a total of about 25,000 interviews Australia-wide for the survey and

asked questions about attendance at 12 selected cultural venues. Information collected

included frequency of attendance.

Publication:
Attendance at Selected Cultural Venues (ABS Cat. no. 4114.0)

Household Expenditure Survey

This household survey is conducted by the ABS every five years. Latest data available are from

the 1993–94 Survey.

Information was obtained from a sample of households in urban and rural areas in all States

and Territories of Australia. However, households in remote and sparsely settled areas of

Australia were excluded from the survey. The survey covered all types of private dwellings

including houses, flats, home units and caravans. However, it excluded special dwellings such

as hotels, boarding houses and institutions.

Interviewers collected data from a total of 8,389 households. Information was collected in three

ways. Each member of the household recorded their expenditure in a personal diary over a two

week period. A group expenditure questionnaire collected information on irregular or

infrequent expenditure (e.g. household appliances) as well as on items that otherwise would

have been under-reported (e.g. holidays overseas). An individual questionnaire collected

information on personal characteristics, such as income and labour force status.

The interviews were staggered over a 12 month period to allow for the effects of seasonal

fluctuations.

Publications:
1993–94 Household Expenditure Survey, Australia: Detailed Expenditure Items

(ABS Cat. no. 6535.0)

Cultural Trends in Australia No. 4: Australians’ Expenditure on Culture (Department of

Communications and the Arts)

Page 49

Western Austra l ian Cultural Stat ist ics



How Australians Use Their Time

The ABS has conducted two national surveys of time use, the first in 1992 and the second in

1997.

The survey covered residents of private dwellings aged 15 years and over living in urban and

rural areas in all States and Territories of Australia. However, people living in remote and

sparsely settled areas of Australia (about 1% of the Australian population) were excluded from

the survey.

Information was collected in three ways. Each member of the household recorded details of

their activities (the nature, time and duration) for two consecutive specified days. A household

questionnaire collected information on the demographic characteristics of residents in the

household and their relationship to each other. An individual questionnaire collected

information on personal characteristics, such as income and labour force status.

Activities undertaken were coded in detail. At the broadest level, activities are grouped into

four categories: necessary time (e.g. sleeping, eating); contracted time (e.g. employment,

education); committed time (e.g. child care, domestic activities); and free time (e.g. social,

recreation and leisure activities). At the most detailed level, there are over 200 individual

categories.

People can undertake more than one activity simultaneously. Tables from the survey can show

either the main activity undertaken or all activities undertaken.

Publications:
How Australians Use Their Time, 1997 (ABS Cat. no. 4153.0)

1997 Time Use on Culture/Leisure Activities (ABS Cat. no. 4173.0)

Public Attitudes to the Arts

These data were collected by the ABS using the Population Survey Monitor (PSM), a quarterly

household survey. The questions were asked in the November 1997 survey.

Information was obtained from a sample of people aged 18 years and over living in urban and

rural areas in all States and Territories of Australia. However, people living in remote and

sparsely settled areas of Australia (about 1% of the Australian population) were excluded from

the survey. The survey covered all types of dwellings including houses, flats, home units,

hotels, motels, hostels, hospitals, caravan parks, educational and religious institutions. The

survey excluded foreign diplomats, overseas residents, non-Australian forces, pupils in

boarding schools and prison inmates.

Interviewers conducted a total of about 3,000 interviews Australia-wide for this survey. They

sought people’s opinions about the arts. Topics covered included: what people understood by

the term 'the arts’; whether they felt sufficiently informed about the arts; their main sources of

information about the arts, how accessible the arts were; and whether the arts should receive

some government funding.

Publication:
Public Attitudes to the Arts, Australia, November 1997—Joint publication of the

Australia Council and the ABS (ABS Cat. no. 4157.0)
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ANZSIC definitions of cultural industries

The Australian and New Zealand Standard Industrial Classification (ANZSIC) was developed for the production

and analysis of industry statistics.  It aims to groups businesses which carry out similar economic activities.  The

ANZSIC definitions of those industry classes classified as cultural in the National Culture/Leisure Statistical

Framework are shown below.

Newspaper printing and This class consists of units mainly engaged in printing or publishing

newspapers. Units are included if their main source of income is the sale ofpublishing
advertising space in their own newspapers.

Other periodical This class consists of units mainly engaged in publishing magazines, bound

publishing periodicals, or periodicals issued less frequently than weekly. Units are

included if their main source of income is the sale of advertising space in their

own publications.

Books and other This class consists of units mainly engaged in publishing books, sheet music,

publishing maps or other printed articles. Units are included if their main source of

income is the sale of advertising space in their own publications.

Film and video production This class consists of units mainly engaged in the production of motion

pictures on film or video tape for theatre or television projection. This class

also includes such services as casting, film editing and titling.

Film and video distribution This class consists of units mainly engaged in leasing or wholesaling motion

pictures on film or video tape to organisations for exhibition or sale. This class

also includes agents mainly engaged in leasing and wholesaling films and

videos to organisations.

Motion picture exhibition This class consists of units mainly engaged in screening motion pictures on

film or video tape (includes both cinemas and drive-ins.

Radio services This class consists of units mainly engaged in radio broadcasting. This class also

includes the collection of news for radio services, and the production of radio

programs, whether live or on tape or other recording medium, for own use.

Television services This class consists of units mainly engaged in television broadcasting. This class

includes the production of television programs, whether live or on tape or

other recording medium, for own use. This class also includes the collection of

news for television broadcasting.

Libraries This class consists of units mainly engaged in acquiring, collecting, organising,

conserving and loaning library materials such as books, magazines,

manuscripts, musical scores, maps or prints. It includes archival services, film

libraries, mobile libraries and photographic libraries.

Page 51

Western Austra l ian Cultural Stat ist ics



Museums This class consists of units mainly engaged in operating museums of all kinds

(including art museums). This class also includes units mainly engaged in

historical house operation.

Parks and gardens This class consists of units mainly engaged in the operation of zoological

gardens, botanical gardens, aquariums, flora and fauna reserves, national parks

and wildlife sanctuaries.

Music and theatre This class consists of units mainly engaged in providing live theatrical or

production musical presentations (including concerts, opera, ballet and drama).

Creative arts This class consists of units mainly engaged in musical composition, the literary

arts, and visual arts such as painting, drawing, sculpture, pottery etc.

Sound recording studios This class consists of units mainly engaged in operating sound recording

studios.

Performing arts venues This class consists of units mainly engaged in operating performing arts

venues. It includes entertainment centres, concert halls, playhouses and opera

houses.

Services to the arts n.e.c. This class consists of units mainly engaged in providing services to the arts. It

includes casting agency operations, costume design services, set designing

services and theatre ticket agencies.

Video hire outlets This class consists of units mainly engaged in hiring pre-recorded video

cassettes for personal use.

Photographic studios This class consists of units mainly engaged in undertaking portrait or other

photography (excluding motion picture production).
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